
HMAS Yarra (U77)
1. Details

© Unknown
by: Chipchase Nick, 05/06/2011

General

Nationality: Australian

Purpose: War

Type: Sloop

Subtype/class: Grimsby class sloop

Propulsion: Steam

Date built: 1934

Details

Tonnage: 1515 grt

Dimensions: 79.8 x 10.8 x 2.25 m

Material: Steel

Engine: Parsons, steam turbines, 2 shafts

Armament: 3 x 4 inch guns, 4 x 3 pounders

Power: 2000 n.h.p. (nominal horsepower)

Speed: 16.5 knots

About the loss

Cause lost: Gunfire - shelled

Date lost: 04/03/1942

Casualties: † max.138 rank: 522

About people

Captain: Rankin, Robert W.

Complement: 151

Owner: Australian Royal Navy

Builder: Cockatoo Island Dockyard

About the wreck

Updates

Entered by: Allen Tony, 18/01/2008

Last update: Allen Tony, 03/08/2012

Source: www.wrecksite.eu/wrecks.aspx?17573
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2. Position

This is a thumbnail version of the chart
Australia - West Coast.
© Australian Hydrographic Service
by: Jan Lettens, 22/10/2009

Latitude: 11°35'S

Longitude: 109°03'E

Reliability: Bad >1km

Remarks: Indicative only

Last update: Jan Lettens, 03/08/2012

3. History

© Unknown
by: Claes Johnny,
02/03/2009

HMAS YARRA
On 4th March 1942, 280 miles south of Java. At sunrise, 3 Japanese heavy cruisers ATAGO,
TAKAO and MAYA and destroyers ARASHI and NOWAKI attack an allied convoy, consisting
of transport ANKING, tanker FRANCOL and minesweeper MMS-51, escorted by Australian
sloop HMAS YARRA.
HMAS YARRA (Capt Rankin) ordered her convoy to scatter, she setup a smokescreen and
then, in an unbelievable brave act of heroism , headed to fight the enemy cruisers and
destroyers in order to try to save the other ships.
For more than 90 minutes, YARRA fights against an
overwhelming enemy until she was silenced, becoming a blazing wreck and sinking beneath the waves.
Despite YARRA's sacrifice, the Japanese sank all three ships in the convoy.
The Japanese force picked up one boatload of survivors from FRANCOL, but a large boatload of survivors were never
seen again.
Passing Dutch vessel TAWALI, rescued 57 officers and men from ANKING .
MMS-51 with 14 in two carley floats were picked up by the Dutch steamer Tjimanoek, 7th March.
YARRA's 34 survivors (from 151) were not so lucky, their two rafts drifting at the mercy of the ocean, wounds,
exposure and thirst taking their toll. By the 9th of March, when the Dutch Submarine K-11 found them, only 13 of
the 34 were still alive.

Last update: Jan Lettens, 03/08/2012

References: [1] www.combinedfleet.com

[2] www.ahoy.tk-jk.net

[3] www.navy.gov.au

NOTES :
The RAN has a HMAS RANKIN , one of the Collins Class submarines, named in honour of LTCD Rankin. Also the
recruit school at HMAS CERBERUS has a Rankin Division to honour LCDR Rankin. Rankin fought his ship to the very
last in an intense exchange. He was killed when an eight inch salvo hit the bridge shortly after passing the order to
abandon ship. The motto "Defend The Weak" of the submarine HMAS RANKIN is testimony to Robert Rankin and the
Yarra's determination to defend the unarmed convoy ships.

Last update: Jan Lettens, 01/06/2016

References: [1] www.navy.gov.au

[2] Worden, Anne
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HMAS Yarra (U77), the second ship to bear that name, was a Grimsby class sloop of the Royal Australian Navy that
served during World War II. Yarra was laid down by the Cockatoo Island Dockyard at Sydney, New South Wales 24th
May 1934, launched 28 March 1935 by Mrs Parkhill, wife of Archdale Parkhill, Minister for Defence and commissioned
21st January 1936.
Early on 4 March 1942, HMAS Yarra, commanded by Lieutenant Commander Robert William Rankin RAN, was
escorting a convoy near Tjilatjap in the Indian Ocean, South of Java. The Yarra was then attacked by the Japanese
cruisers Atago, Takao and Maya accompanied by two destroyers of Destroyer Division 4, Arashi and Nowaki.
Commander Rankin ordered the convoy to scatter and turned the Yarra to engage the enemy. Pitched against
overwhelming odds, the Yarra defended the convoy for an hour and half, but was then sunk with the loss of 138 of
her crew.
There were only 13 survivors. It was more than five days before a Dutch submarine rescued the men from the water
and took them to Ceylon

Last update: Allen Tony, 18/01/2008

4. Chart

Australia - West Coast [AUS04708]

09°10,896'S1
1
1
°4
5
,3
3
3
'E

12°51,791'S

1
0
6
°3
1
,8
8
9
'E

Modjokerto MV (+1942)

Francol SS (+1942)

Enggano SS (+1942)

Anking SS (+1942)

Kwangtung SS (+1942)

Asheville USS (Gunboat No.21) (+1942)Edsall USS (DD-219) (+1942)Pillsbury USS (DD-227) (+1942)

Woolgar SS (+1942)

Tomohon MV (+1942)

Toradja MV (+1942)

MMS-51 HMS (J551) (+1942)

Yarra HMAS (U77) (+1942)

Certain material in the wrecksite is reproduced under licence by permission of The Australian Hydrographic Service. ©
Commonwealth of Australia 2017. All rights reserved. This information may not be copied, reproduced, translated, or reduced
to any electronic medium or machine readable form, in whole or part, without the prior written consent of the Australian
Hydrographic Service.

5. Crew

ADAMS, JOHN ALLAN (35), Engine Room Artificer 4th Class (no. F3050), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Henry
and Edith Adams; husband of Minnie May Adams, of Claremont, Western Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

ANDERSON, NOEL MAURICE (28), Lieutenant, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Nicol Keith and Kathleen Liene
Anderson; husband of Helen Jean Anderson, of Vauduse, New South Wales. Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BAKER, WILLIAM MANNIX (21), Ordinary Seaman (no. 24908), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William Henry
and Lottie Alice Baker, of Coburg, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial
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BANKS, KEITH JACKSON (19), Able Seaman (no. 24470), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Richard Jackson
Banks and Elsie Sheath Banks, of Wollongong, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BARBER, REX CLEMETH (19), Able Seaman (no. 24376), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Alfred John Barber,
and of May Barber, of Launceston, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BASEY, GERALD COLIN MORRIS (19), Supply Assistant (no. PA2052), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Morris
George Denton Basey and Amie Louise Basey, of Cherry Gardens, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BOUCHER, HAROLD LEO (20), Able Seaman (no. H1538), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Frederick Alfred and
Charlotte Boucher, of West Hobart, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BRIGGS, ALFRED WILLIAM BOWRON (28), Leading Cook (S) (no. 19676), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of
Alfred and Kathleen Isobel Briggs, of Drummoyne, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BROOK, RUPERT HAROLD (31), Able Seaman (no. 18771), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James and Louisa
Mary Brook, of Bendigo, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BROOKER, HENRY CHARLES (34), Able Seaman (no. 18008), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Husband of Clarice Ruby
Brooker, of Paddington, New South Wales. Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BROWN, WILLIAM HENRY (27), Leading Seaman (no. 19720), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Mr. and Mrs.
William Charles Brown, of Bondi, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

BULL, RALPH WILLIAM DONALD (34), Gunner, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Plymouth Naval Memorial

BURKE-CLOSE, RICHARD, Canteen Manager, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Plymouth Naval Memorial

CAMPLING, WILFRID (39), Leading Stoker (no. 12828), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Albert Edward and
Mary Elizabeth Campling; husband of Annie Kynoch Campling, of Mortdale, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth
Naval Memorial

CARLEY, KENNETH (18), Ordinary Telegraphist (no. C/JX 194724), H.M.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Mr. and Mrs.
H. W. N. Carley, of Lower Edmonton, Middlesex., Chatham Naval Memorial

CAVE, SYDNEY JOHN (27), Petty Officer Stoker (no. 20624), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John William and
Jessie Cave; husband of Rhoda Mary Cave, of Bexley North, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

CHATLAND, VERNON WALTER (38), Petty Officer Stoker (no. 18314), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Walter
and Frances Chatland; husband of Kathleen Bridget Chatland, of Darlinghurst, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth
Naval Memorial

CHISHOLM, DONALD FRANCIS (21), Leading Telegraphist (no. 22040), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Donald
William and Myrtle Irene Chisholm, of Meeniyan, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

CLARK, CLIFFORD GEORGE (19), Stoker (no. S4714), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Ernest and Irene
Gemude Clark, of Bankstown, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

CLARK, JOHN WILLIAM (17), Stoker 3rd Class (no. H1690), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William John and
Rheta Florence Clark, of Hobart, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

CLARKE, ALWYN LATIMER (21), Stoker (no. S4759), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Robert Latimer Clarke and
Cecilia Elizabeth Clarke, of Hurstville, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

COOKE, OLIVER (35), Steward (no. S3609), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of Charles and Ann Alice Cooke;
husband of Violet May Cooke, of Curlewis, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

COVENTRY, PETER JOHN (20), Able Seaman (no. PA1835), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Charles Henry and
Julia Coventry; husband of Delia Dorlena Coventry, of Port Adelaide, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

CRESSWELL, HARRY LESLIE (24), Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist (no. 20843), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of
Harry and Mary Ellen Cresswell; husband of Hazel Cresswell, of Coorparoo, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval
Memorial

CROSBY, WALTER (23), Able Seaman (no. 1758), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Walter and Sarah Ellen
Crosby, of North Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

CROSS, MAX LEONARD (19), Able Seaman (no. S5050), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of Frederick Thomas
Cross and Leah Marjorie Cross, of Blacktown, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

CURTIS, HARRY FOCH (23), Able Seaman (no. W1760), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Charles Earnest and
May Maude Curtis, of Footscray, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

CUSACK, LEONARD DAVID (21), Stoker (no. 22871), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John Thomas Cusack, and
of Amy Florence Cusack, of St. Kilda, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

DALTON, STANLEY (43), Chief Stoker (no. 11648), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Plymouth Naval Memorial

DARLING, JOHN GEORGE (23), Leading Stoker (no. S3047), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of George Barkus
Darling and Kate Darling, of Dulwich Hill, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

DARWIN, RONALD GEORGE (24), Writer (no. PA1518), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Clarence George and
Alma Beryl Darwin, of Mile End, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

DAWSON, KENNETH LOWDEN (34), Lieutenant, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Charles Ernest and Carrie
Dawson; husband of Winifred Charlotte Dawson, of Guildford, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

DEWHIRST, THOMAS JOHN (24), Wireman (no. 24693), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John Strickland
Dewhirst and Clarice Nellie May Dewhirst, of Stratha/byn, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial
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DONHARDT, GLEN HENRY (24), Leading Steward (no. 22492), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of August Henry
Donhardt, and of Lydia Mary Donhardt, of Georgetown, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

DOYLE, ARTHUR WESTON (40), Petty Officer (no. 5954), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William John and Alice
Gertrude Doyle, of North Sydney, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

DUNN, CLAUDE LESLIE (19), Able Seaman (no. H1515), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James Vincent Dunn
and Katherine Edith Dunn, of Launceston, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

EDWARDS, ERIC (23), Leading Steward (no. 21102), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Edwin Henry and Maggie
Florence Edwards, of Redpa, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

EDWARDS, FRANCIS XAVIER (22), Stoker (no. 22400), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of William John and
Margaret Ann Edwards, of East Malvern, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

ENSTONE, RONALD ERNEST (19), Ordinary Telegraphist (no. D/JX 282142), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Plymouth
Naval Memorial

FRASER, NORMAN (37), Petty Officer Cook (S) (no. 13615), D S M, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Plymouth Naval
Memorial

FULSTON, GORDON ROY (23), Able Seaman (no. PA1806), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William Gordon
Fulston and Annie Florence Fulston, of Mile End, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

GARTSIDE, CYRIL VICTOR (37), Petty Officer Steward (no. 17750), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Husband of Doris
Louise Gartside, of Bayswater, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

GILLIES, WILLIAM EDWARD (19), Able Seaman (no. 23560), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Edward George
and Ruby Veronica Gillies, of Coburg, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

GOFF, ROBERT JOSEPH (21), Leading Stoker (no. 22937), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of Capt. George Goff,
M.C., and of Mary Goff, of Wialki, Western Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

GORDON, CEDRIC JAMES (22), Able Seaman (no. B2138), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of David and Annie
Gordon, of South Brisbane, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

GRAY, DUDLEY JAMES (28), Electrical Artificer 3rd Class (no. 22136), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James
and Jean Gray; husband of Gertrude Gray, of Kensington, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HABERFIELD, VICTOR HERBERT (32), Coder (no. 24917), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William Herbert and
Priscilla May Haberfield; husband of Hazel Amy Haberfield, of Middle Park, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval
Memorial

HARDING, ERNEST FREDERICK (21), Leading Stoker (no. PM2382), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Ivy
Harding, of South Melboume, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HARDY, ROBERT LESLIE (25), Able Seaman (no. PA.1816), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Leslie William and
Margaret Hardy, of Birkenhead, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HARINGTON, KELSTON ROSS (21), Able Seaman (no. H1513), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Sumner Dines
Kelston Harington and Alice Grace Harington, of Upper Natone, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HOBBINS, JOHN HENRY (37), Petty Officer Stoker (no. 17333), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John Thomas
Hobbins and Rose Hobbins, of Albert Park, Victoria; husband of Patricia Maud Hobbins, of South Melbourne, Victoria,
Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HODGES, ALEXANDER WILLIAM (25), Leading Stoker (no. 23053), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Herbert
Alexander Hodges, and of Catherine T. Hodges, of Paxton, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HOLMES, WILLIAM THOMAS (47), Chief Petty Officer (no. 10503), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of William and
Ellen Holmes; husband of Annie Eileen Flora Holmes, of Hurstville, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval
Memorial

HOPLEY, EDGAR WALTER DAY (21), Able Seaman (no. B2283), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Edmund Walter
Day Hopley and Mary Harriett Hopley, of Morningside, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HORWOOD, ROBERT JOEL (20), Able Seaman (no. PM.2593), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Robert Joel
Horwood and Dulcie Elise Horwood, of Quambatook, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HOSKINS, ROBERT JOSEPH (39), Petty Officer Steward (no. 14060), D S M, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of
Joseph and Barbara Ellen Hoskins; husband of Jessie Agnes Hoskins, of Manly, New South Wales, Australia.,
Plymouth Naval Memorial

HUDSON, CHARLES DOUGLAS (24), Cook (S) (no. 22559), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Charles William and
Olive Ethel Hudson; husband of Jean Frances Hudson, of Hobart, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HUGHES, HAROLD HALE (24), Able Seaman (no. PM2912), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Harold Alfred and
Annie Eliza Hughes, of Black Rock, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

HUTTON, ROBERT JOHN (20), Stoker (no. W1683), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Reginald Garnet Hutton and
Helen Hutton, of East Malvern, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

JAMES, NORMAN HARRY (29), Petty Officer Sick Berth (no. 19593), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John and
Ellen James; husband of Rita May James, of Ballarat South, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

JOHNSTON, GREGORY JOHN (21), Able Seaman (no. B2320), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James Walter and
Mathilda Margaret Johnston, of Coorparoo, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial
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JOSH, FRANK (31), Petty Officer (no. C/JX 130626), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James and Mary Josh, of
Terrington St. Clement, Norfolk., Chatham Naval Memorial

KELL, JOHN JOSEPH (20), Stoker (no. S4628), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Donald George and Sarah
Margaret Kell., Plymouth Naval Memorial

KERNAGHAN, JAMES MCALPINE (21), Able Seaman (no. S5344), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Samuel Greer
Kernaghan and Agnes Kernaghan, of Bexley, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

LAKE, LOREN JACK (18), Stoker 2nd Class (no. S5695), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of George William and
Agnes Smith Lake, of Marrickville, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

LANE, GEORGE EDWARD (33), Master at Arms (no. 14378), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Walter Edward and
Margaret Ann Lane; husband of Dorothy Grace Lane, of East Coburg, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

LINDSAY, ERNEST GEORGE (41), Ordnance Artificer 1st Class (no. 13764), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of
Ernest Edwin and Jessie Caroline Lindsay; husband of Dorothy Rosa Lindsay, of Lane Cove, New South Wales,
Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

LLOYD, GEORGE JOSEPH (33), Able Seaman (no. 18037), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William Edward and
Elizabeth Jane Lloyd; husband of Florence Ethel Lloyd, of Campsie, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval
Memorial

LOSEBY, GODFREY LEWIS (21), Able Seaman (no. B2960), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Gordon James
Loseby and Edith May Loseby, of Caloundra, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

LYE, JAMES EDWARD (20), Able Seaman (no. 23637), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John Edward Maurice
and Jane Lye, of Rockdale, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

LYNCH, GORDON THOMAS (19), Stoker (no. S4273), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James Valentine Joseph
and Stella Gladys Lynch, of Mascot, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

LYNCH, HENRY CHARLES (24), Steward (no. 23048), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Stephen Cornelius and
Esther Evelyn Lynch, of Moonah, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MALLARD, HENRY (21), Stoker (no. W1703), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Henry Lewis Mallard and Annie
Theresa Mallard, of Armadale, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MCCARTHY, DANIEL WILLIAM (25), Able Seaman (no. B1831), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Francis Xavier
McCarthy and Frances Elizabeth McCarthy, of Wilston, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MCILROY, JOHN JAMES (20), Able Seaman (no. B2162), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Frederick Aloysius and
Teresa Bridgid McIlroy, of Yeronga, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MCLAREN-ROBINSON, WILLIAM JOHN (35), Surgeon Lieutenant, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Husband of
Gwendoline McLaren-Robinson, of Frankston, Victoria, Australia. M.B., B.S., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MEHEUX, FRANCIS RICHARD, Ordinary Telegraphist (no. C/JX 194726), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Chatham
Naval Memorial

MEIKLE, RONALD GEORGE (29), Sick Berth Attendant (no. B2436), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James and
Marion Meikle., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MEYERS, JOSEPH EDWIN (30), Able Seaman (no. PM.2569), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William and Mary
Meyers; husband of Helena Victoria Meyers, of Port Melbourne, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MILLING, JAMES (33), Leading Seaman (no. 15263), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of William and Emily Milling;
husband of Coira Annie Milling, of Edgecliff, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MOFFITT, ERNEST GEORGE (19), Able Seaman (no. 23881), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of George William
and Nellie Doris Moffitt, of Clovelly, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MOXEY, ALFRED (24), Able Seaman (no. W1335), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Alfred and Grace Isabel
Moxey, of Williamstown, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MUNDAY, WILLIAM SELWYN (20), Able Seaman (no. PM.2553), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Sidney and
Eleanor May Munday, of Ormond, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

MURRAY, REX CHRISTOPHER EDWARD (20), Signalman (no. 23559), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of William
and Lillian Ida Murray, of Bacchus Marsh, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

NEAL, DONALD OLIVER (23), Petty Officer Stoker (no. 21054), D S M, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Alfred
Ernest and Mary Neal, of North Bondi, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

OAKES, JAMES HENRY (21), Able Seaman (no. P.A. 1820), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of William Roy and
Hepsy Oakes, of Colonel Light Gardens, South Australia. King's Scout., Plymouth Naval Memorial

OLIVER, JOHN ROLAND (23), Able Seaman (no. B2284), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William John and
Stella May Oliver; husband of Mavis Elsie Oliver, of Bankstown, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval
Memorial

O'NEILL, ARTHUR (19), Stoker (no. S4695), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Eric and Amy Evelyn O'Neill, of
Horsham, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

O'REILLY, STEPHEN FRANCIS (23), Steward (no. S3597), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James Joseph and
Violet Veronica O'Reilly, of Haberfield, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

PAGE, LEONARD JOHN (18), Ordinary Seaman (no. H. 1506), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Arthur Alexander
Page and Edith May Page, of Hobart, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial
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PARISH, CHARLES HUGH (18), Ordinary Seaman (no. H. 1469), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Edward Roy
and Amy Amelia Parish, of Hobart, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

PARSONS, RAYMOND GREGORY (25), Petty Officer (no. 20299), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Harry Nash
Parsons and Edna May Parsons, of Rozelle, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

PEDERSEN, CHARLES FREDERICK (21), Able Seaman (no. 23624), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Olaf Marius
and Elizabeth Catherine Pedersen, of Parkside, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

PERRIN, SIDNEY DESMOND (33), Petty Officer Stoker (no. 19389), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Percival
Francis and Alice Perrin; husband of Mavis Patricia Perrin, of Bondi, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval
Memorial

PETERSON, REGINALD THOMAS (34), Able Seaman (no. 13896), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John A
Peterson and Ellen Shilling (dec'd.) Stepson of Maud Agnes Peterson, of Bentleigh, Australia. Native of Deal,
England., Plymouth Naval Memorial

PIPER, CECIL ALBERT MEACHER (23), Signalman (no. W1009), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Albert Lucius
Meacher Piper and Vera Matilda Louisa Piper, of Glenhuntly, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

POWELL, FREDERICK CECIL (19), Able Seaman (no. F3112), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of F. T. and Violet
Chrissie Ray Powell, of Maylands, Western Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

PRATER, CYRIL FRANCIS (36), Petty Officer Stoker (no. 17447), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of Edward
Willoughby Prater and Louisa Ann Prater; husband of Muriel Clytus Prater, of Darlinghurst, New South Wales,
Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

QUICK, ARTHUR HENRY (34), Yeoman of Signals (no. 13499), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Frederick and
Violet Beatrice Quick; husband of Alice Victoria Quick, of Gordon, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval
Memorial

RANKIN, ROBERT WILLIAM (34), Lieut-Commander, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Francis John and Florence
May Rankin; husband of Mary Glennie Rankin, of Mountville, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

RAYNE, HENRY JOHN (22), Cook (S) (no. 21520), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Henry and Mary Ann Rayne,
of Bondi Junction, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

RIDGWAY, NELSON FREDERICK (28), Chief Engine Room Artificer (no. 20209), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of
Percy and Caroline Letita Ridgway; husband of Bessie Aldena Ridgway, of Elsternwick, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth
Naval Memorial

ROBERTSON, JOHN ARNOT (22), Engine Room Artificer 4th Class (no. PM2901), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of
Donald and Margaret Fraser Robertson, of Hawthorn, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

ROSS, DONALD IGNATIUS (21), Able Seaman (no. 23873), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Charles Donald and
Agnes Kathleen Ross, of Thornbury, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

ROWE, FREDERICK ARTHUR (30), Steward (no. H1005), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Herbert Edward and
Muriel Irene Rowe, of New Town, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

RUSHTON, WILLIAM HENRY (24), Able Seaman (no. W1393), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Annie Rushton, of
Kingsville, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

RYAN, JOHN JOSEPH (37), Chief Stoker (no. 13738), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of Timothy and Margaret
Ryan; husband of Doris Amy Ryan, of Mortdale, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SALISBURY, FRANCIS NORMAN (27), Leading Stoker (no. 23228), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Norman
Charles Salisbury, and of Nellie Mary Salisbury, of Frankston, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SANDERSON, STANLEY (20), Stoker (no. 23003), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Armstrong and Elizabeth Ann
Sanderson, of Bardon, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SHEPPARD, GEORGE EDWARD (39), Able Seaman (no. 17765), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Husband of Eunice
Sheppard, of Willoughby, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SIMPSON, CECIL JOSEPH CHARLES (26), Telegraphist (no. B2335), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Plymouth Naval
Memorial

SMART, GILBERT WILLIAM (31), Petty Officer (no. D/JX 126361), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of William Albert
and Edith Mary Smart, of Bredon, Worcestershire., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SMEDLEY, LESLIE WILLIAM (19), Stoker (no. S4718), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Sydney and Gladys May
Smedley, of Leichhardt, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SMITH, AIDAN HARFORD (23), Able Seaman (no. F2949), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John William and
Lilian May Smith, of Perth, Western Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SMITH, FRANCIS EDWARD (33), Lieut-Commander, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Frank and Margaret
Theresa Smith; husband of Vivienne Australia Smith, of Coorparoo, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SMITH, NOEL LESGER (22), Leading Stoker (no. 22019), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son of Leslie William and
Gertrude Caroline Smith, of Hobart, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SMITH, WILLIAM EVERETT (28), Petty Officer (no. 19586), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Thomas and Frances
Smith; husband of Ernestine Eunice Smith, of Sydney, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial
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SMYTH, FREDRICK TEMPANY (32), Petty Officer Supply (no. 17394), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of James
Magee Smyth, and Rubina Smyth; husband of Doreen Agnes Smyth, of Lindfield, New South Wales, Australia.,
Plymouth Naval Memorial

SOMERVILLE, DAVID (21), Stoker (no. S4463), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Andrew and Isabelle Sarah
Somerville, of Sydney, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

STANSFIELD, WILLIAM HENRY (34), Joiner 2nd Class (no. B. 978), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Joseph and
Hannah Mary Stansfield; husband of May Irene Stansfield, of Sunnybank, Queensland, Australia., Plymouth Naval
Memorial

STEELE, HAROLD (21), Stoker (no. S. 4345), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of John and Fanny Steele, of
Corrimal, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

STRANG, JACK ANDREW (29), Engine Room Artificer 4th Class (no. F.3008), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of
Andrew Miller Strang and Janet Elizabeth Strang, of Carlisle, Western Australia; husband of Marjorie Lorraine Strang,
of Victoria Park, Western Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

SYME, LESLIE (21), Stoker (no. W. 1729), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Norman Leslie Syme, and of Lillian
Adelaide Syme, of Parkdale, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

TANSELL, CYRIL FRANCIS (18), Stoker 2nd Class (no. PA.2231), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Edgar Norman
and Laura Irene Tansell, of Cottonville, South Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

TAYLOR, FREDERICK JAMES (38), Leading Stoker (no. 18670), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Plymouth Naval
Memorial

TAYLOR, RONALD (23), Leading Seaman (no. 20863), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Elsie Taylor, of South
Melbourne, Victoria. Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

THOMPSON, ROBERT STANLEY (19), Stoker (no. W. 1877), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of George and Emma
Jane Thompson, of Coburg, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

TOLE, MARK OLIVER (22), Able Seaman (no. S. 4366), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Sydney Creese Tole and
Jessica Tole, of West Bankstown, New South Wales, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

TURNER, LINDSAY REX (20), Able Seaman (no. 23630), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Charles Richard and
Ethel Turner., Plymouth Naval Memorial

TURVEY, CHARLIE (39), Petty Officer Stoker (no. 12985), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Herbert and
Catherine Summers Turvey; husband of Elizabeth May Turvey, of Brunswick West, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth
Naval Memorial

WAINWRIGHT, STANLEY GORDON (34), Able Seaman (no. 16252), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Plymouth Naval
Memorial

WHEAR, LEONARD JOHN (29), Chief Petty Officer Writer (no. 19769), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Husband of Jean
Margaret Whear, of Yarraville, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

WHEELER, ERIC (23), Stoker (no. 23729), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Husband of Dorothy Irene Wheeler, of
Hawthorn, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

WIDDOWSON, WILLIAM GEOFFREY (20), Able Seaman (no. H1517), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Alfred
Wimble Widdowson and Hilda Sarah Widdowson, of George Town, Tasmania, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

WILKS, COLIN JOCELYN (34), Engineer Lieutenant, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Joseph and Edith Maria W.
Wilks; husband of Eloise R. Wilks, of Brighton, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

WITZERMAN, CHARLES ARCHIBALD FREDERICK (23), Able Seaman (no. H1221), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †09/03/1942, Son
of Harold Frederick and Vera Sylvia Witzerman; husband of Sheila Noreen Witzerman, of Launceston, Tasmania,
Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

WOOLSTENCROFT, DAVID JOHN (20), Supply Assistant (no. 22991), H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Bernard
Woodall Woolstencroft and Isobel Selby Woolstencroft, of Newport, Victoria, Australia., Plymouth Naval Memorial

WRIGHT, GEORGE LYTTON (35), Lieutenant, H.M.A.S. Yarra, †04/03/1942, Son of Harley Beaumont Wright and
Grace Maud Wright, of Chatswood, New South Wales, Australia. Barrister at Law; Lecturer Admiralty Law Sydney
University; Varsity Blue for Rowing., Plymouth Naval Memorial

6. Media

The pictures listed below can be found inside the img directory in the zip file

pic1.jpg Lieutenant Commander Rankin and most of his crew died trying to defend their
convoy. They made no attempt to escape themselves. On the contrary, they
attacked the enemy.
Last update: Jan Lettens, 03/08/2012
References: www.navy.gov.au

pic2.jpg Yarra
Last update: Chipchase Nick, 05/06/2011
Copyrights: Unknown
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pic3.jpg Last update: Claes Johnny, 02/03/2009
Copyrights: Unknown

pic4.jpg Grimsby class sloop
Last update: Jan Lettens, 27/11/2009
References: www.awm.gov.au
Copyrights: Unknown

pic5.tif Australia - West Coast
This is a thumbnail version of the chart Australia - West Coast.
Last update: Jan Lettens, 22/10/2009
Copyrights: Australian Hydrographic Service

pic6.png Naval ensign of australia
Last update: Jan Lettens, 22/10/2009
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